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1. Research question: Is the statement of the problem clear enough to be summarized? Is there a well-defined rationale (theoretical/practical) for undertaking the study? Does it fill a research gap and fit with the general theme of research under study?
2. Theoretical framework/Literature review:  Does the problem ‘sit’ within a conceptual framework or theory?  Does the research question build on previous research? Does the review use at least five articles from peer reviewed journals? Are hypotheses (if any) clearly stated?  
3. Research design: Is the design adequate given the stated problem? Are methods of data collection, sampling procedures, method of evaluation/analysis clearly identified? Are they suitable? Any discussion regarding reliability/validity of measures selected (if appropriate)? 
4. Significance/Importance: Does investigator identify the significance of the problem? Is the statement convincing? Usefulness for policy/intervention and/or public health? Significance to the field?  Potential for publications?

5. Ethical/Political considerations: Any discussion of ethical issues – if relevant?  
6. Feasibility: Are the plans realistic/achievable? Does investigator have access to data and/or subjects?  Is timetable realistic?  (For internal reviewers) Does investigator have necessary competence/experience to undertake the study?
7. Budget:  Is budget about right (i.e., reasonable), given the purpose of the study?  Is it itemized? 

8. General comments:  
Overall evaluation: Please give an overall score for this proposal by circling one number (1 to 10) on the scale below.  
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