مركز المرأة الفلسطينية للأبحاث والتوثيق
Palestinian Women's Research & Documentation Center


Dear Colleague-

The mission of the Palestinian Women’s Research & Documentation Center–UNESCO (PWRDC-UNESCO) is to serve as the primary clearinghouse and resource center on information related to the situation of Palestinian women. PWRDC-UNESCO envisions a society where the production of information and data acts as a catalyst for change and gender justice, thus empowering Palestinian women to claim and exercise their full human rights and enable government organizations to fulfill their obligations.

PWRDC-UNESCO commissions research with the goal of filling the gaps in research conducted on women in the Palestinian Territories as well as providing information for policy changes and awareness. Currently, PWRDC-UNESCO is adopting a new research strategy in order to improve the quality of the research it commissions. PWRDC-UNESCO has established a research review committee that will assist in the review of research proposals and new committee members are required. 

The criteria we are looking for, generally, is:

· PhD preferred, or Masters level with experience in research or published research in peer-reviewed journals;
· Interest in gender issues;
· Desire to improve the capacity of Palestinian researchers; 

· Some familiarity with the issues affecting women in Palestine and/or the Middle East preferred, but not required; and
· Ability to read Arabic a plus, but not required

Therefore, PWRDC-UNESCO is asking for your contribution to the improvement of the research efforts on women in the Palestinian Territories by joining this review committee. If interested in joining this effort your tasks would include:

· Reviewing research proposals that are no more than 10 pages. Each time PWRDC-UNESCO commissions new research, we may have more than one proposals to choose from.  PWRDC-UNESCO utilizes a criteria sheet that makes it faster and easier to review proposals. 
· Provide comments for any improvements and changes needed in the proposal and particularly on the methodology of the research. 
· After the research is conducted, the final report will be sent to you for any final comments. 

· Therefore we are asking for approximately three hours of your time every six months to one year. 

PWRDC-UNESCO is expecting to explore the following themes in the near future:

Women and Culture (Winter 2010)

Women and the Environment (Winter 2010)

Women and Education (Spring 2010)
Please visit our website at www.pwrdc.ps for further information about our organization or email the Research Coordinator at research@pwrdc.ps.

Thank you.
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